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Letter to Our Inbound Gator Families, 11 Apr 2026 
 

Marines, Sailors, and Families of Task Force 51/5, 

It is my distinct pleasure to welcome you to the 
command.  As you prepare to join us, I want to 
personally share some important updates that will 
shape your transition. 

The security of our families is my top priority. Due to 
current combat operations within the U.S. Central 
Command (CENTCOM) theater, the Secretary of War 
has directed that all command-sponsored families be 
relocated from the area for their safety.  Consequently, 
all inbound accompanied orders have been modified to 
dependent-restricted tours of either 12 or 24 months. 
 

Your New Reporting Location 

Instead of proceeding directly overseas, you will first report to our Continuity of Operations Site 
at MacDill Air Force Base, Tampa, Florida.  The service member will receive immediate 
authorization orders via the Defense Travel System (DTS) for this assignment and should 
prepare for subsequent forward movement into the CENTCOM region. 

Support for Our Families 

We recognize this change directly impacts our families, and we are committed to providing 
stable options: 

• Families within the U.S. or its territories may choose to stay where they are or move to 
another location within the U.S. at government expense. Your Basic Allowance for 
Housing (BAH) will be based on your family's chosen location. 

• Families currently stationed overseas are required to relocate to a location within the 
U.S. or its territories. 

The Path Forward 

For those selecting a 24-month tour, please know that we are dedicated to bringing your family 
to your duty station as soon as it is safe.  A government-funded relocation will be authorized 
when the security situation permits and you have at least 13 months left on your assignment. 
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We Are Here to Help 

I understand that this news brings uncertainty. Our command support network is fully engaged 
and ready to help.  I strongly encourage you and your spouse to connect with your sponsor and 
our Uniformed Readiness Coordinator.  They are your dedicated resources for a smooth 
transition. 

While the decision to choose between a 12 or 24 month tour is a personal one, I want to affirm 
that the overseas experience can be incredibly rewarding.  My own family greatly enjoyed our 
time in Bahrain, valuing the unique culture, community, and travel opportunities.  We are 
working diligently to make that experience possible for you and your family as well. 

Thank you for your professionalism and understanding in the face of this challenge.  The safety 
of our families and the readiness of this command are paramount.  I look forward to meeting 
you and officially welcoming you to the Gator family. 

 

 

 
Brigadier General Stephen J. Lightfoot 

Commanding General 
Naval Amphibious Force, 

Task Force 51/5th Marine Expeditionary Brigade 

 


