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Gator Families, 

As we approach Day 50 of Operation EPIC FURY, I hope 
this letter finds you and your families healthy and happy 
in your safe haven locations across the globe. For those 
with children, I hope they are settling into a school 
program and finding a sense of routine. 

Please accept my personal gratitude for your support to 
your Marines and Sailors. It is your unwavering support 
that allows us to remain focused on our critical mission. 

You have every reason to be proud of your Marine or 
Sailor, as I am immensely proud to lead them. They are 
performing magnificently and making a significant 

impact. Day and night, 24/7, they are engaged in complex planning, tirelessly standing a 
vigilant watch, and collaborating with our international partners to support objectives that lead 
to mission success. 

Many of you may have questions about what the future may bring … return to Bahrain, OCONU 
Safe Haven, Ordered Departure. Household Goods, and the future of TF-51/5.  My goal is to 
reduce that uncertainty by addressing your concerns with the most current information 
available. 

Return to Bahrain 

The return of our families to Bahrain remains a top priority. Please know that the final decision 
to authorize the return will be made by the Secretary of War following the cessation of 
hostilities. 

OCONUS Safe Haven 

For those families in the Kaiserslautern Military Community (KMC, Germany), key personnel 
within the Department of War and Department of State or working on an exception to policy to 
extend families beyond the 90 days Schengen Visa limitation. Logic includes academic 
continuity, graduation in the DODEA school system, and the upcoming PCS moving season.  
There are no guarantees, but we’ve provided solid arguments that many of you have provided 
and will keep you informed. 
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Lifting of the Ordered Departure 

The lifting of the ordered departure is directly linked to the security and stability of the region. 
This decision also rests with the Secretary of War, who will make the determination when it is 
safe to do so. 
 

Household Goods 

I am committed to ensuring you are reunited with your personal belongings, many of which are 
likely irreplaceable. My intent is to ensure conditions are set for the service member or 
designated representative to retrieve your household goods and that the process is organized 
and communicated clearly. 

The Future of Task Force 51/5 

There are ongoing discussions at senior levels regarding the future operating location of Task 
Force 51/5. I remain committed to sharing information with you as decisions are made. Please 
know that these discussions will not affect your ability to recover your household goods. 

End of the Conflict 

There is no definitive timeline for the conclusion of the current conflict, but your service 
member's dedication and contribution to the mission is critical for success. 

We are a team, and that includes our families. Your well-being is a primary concern for both me 
and SgtMaj Gharati. We will continue to provide you with updates as they become available. 

Thank you again for your strength, patience, and dedication. We all look forward to reuniting 
with our families again soon.  Mission First, People Always. 

 

Semper Fidelis, 

 
 

Brigadier General Stephen J. Lightfoot 
Commanding General 

Naval Amphibious Force 
Task Force 51/5th Marine Expeditionary Brigade 

CENTCOM FWD United Arab Emirates 


